
OmCEi Mo. H qdaey Street.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 18, 1871.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE:
JWlim-citiuiu of the Senate and Ibute of
DeUgata:
AatbeClitef Executive of the Btntc, I

extend to you a meet cordial welcome to
tKa aaut nf nnvammnnt' nnfl In dnillir l».

I may be permitted to express Uie hope,
that the session upon which you arc just
entering may be one in which harmony,
wise counsels, arid a generous charity will
prevail, and that your labors may hasten
tba growth and development of the materialinterests of tlie State, and secure the
peace and advance Uui prosperity of tin
people.

I proceed as required by the Constitution,to communicate to you, as briefly as
1 can, the condition ol the State, and to
reciiuiiuend such legislation as will, In my
opinion, promote the general welfare.

SKAT OP UOVKIUiSIKNT.
As required by (be act of tlie Legislatureof February 20,18011,1 had the books,

pa|iers, and other pro|ierty belonging to
tlie State, removed from tho city of
Wheeling to the seat of government at
Clisrlcstoji, Kauawha county, on the 1st
day of April, 1870. In this the citizens
of Charleston afforded me every failllly
In their power, and aided me veiy much
in the transportation of the property, and
in securing comfortable offices for the severaldepartments until the Capitol buildingshould he ready for occupancy.

I think It but Just to nuke particular
mention of tho fact, that tlie Bank of the
West In Charleston, gave the entire building,heretofore occupied by It, for tho,use
of u number of tho State officers, free or
cost, until the capitol was completed;
uk>, that tlio Merchant*' Hank ofCharleston1'urnUlicil a portion of its building to
Lho State Treasurer for the same length
or time, also without compensation: while
the authorities of Si. John's I*. E. Church
({live the free use of their school room lor
the Suite Library.
The capitol building was completed,

unil formal delivery thcrcot made to the
authorities of the State, on the 20th day
or December last, and it was immediately
occupied by the State officials. It is, as
you cannot lail to observe, a neat, commodious,and substantial structure, and
rellects much credit upon the public spiritedcitizens under whose management it
was commenced and finished.

I did not feci that 1 bad authority underthe act aforesaid to purchase new furniture,and other materials necessary to
fit up the rooms in the building in appropriatestyle. It needs no argument to
satisfy you, that the present old and worn
out articles in the halls ot the two Houses,
and in lho different executive offices,
should be replaced by others or a more

modem, convenient, and substantial kind.
USANCES,

A full exhibit of the financial condition
ol the State will be found in the reports
of the Auditor and Treasurer, which arc
herewith transmitted. Front these it will
lie seen that the balance remaining
I- 'IV,..IUnhns 1nt 10/1(1
Ill UIU iinwuiT, WWWVI »«WK,

was ... $ 00,107 10
Amount received during tlio
year .... 507,321 11

In ull . . $fl:M,488 21
Amount expended during tlio
year ..... 420,013 (CI

Balance in llie Treiuury, October1st, 1870 . *210,475 58
TliU statement make* a Favorable allowlugnl the llnanees; but alill does not set

forth the whole amount In the Treasury.
To do thia there must be added to
tlio abovo balanco the Invested Irreducibleschool Hind, amounting to $229,800
making the uniount of funds actually in
the State Treasury at the beginning of tlio
present fiscal year ... $142,775 68
The Auditor estimates the rctcipls nnd

expenditures for the current year as follows:
Wec'liilij (III

Expenditure) "589,91)7 !80
J,eavlng a balance |n tlic Treasuryauliject to appropriation

lit the end ol the year, ol. (00,381 20
The financial condition of the State

may be regarded aa Ballafitctory. A numberof the buildings for our public inatitutlonaaro now finished and paid for, atid
the remainder arc rapidly npproachiDg
completion, and payment has alio been
made upon these as far aa the work
has progressed. Since the lormation of
the State, we liavo expended upon these
nubile structures nearly one million ofdollars;and have raised during the same
period by local taxation, and paid out lor
purchasing school property and building
school houses, upwards ora million ol dollarsmore. Wo Imvc, besides, provided
for all current expenses; met promptly all
our liabilities growing out of the war, and
yet have contracted no public debt whatever.
Many valuable suggestions relating to

the public rovenue will be found In the reportof thu Auditor, and as they have a
direct bearing upon a subject in which the
entire Deonle ol the State arevitaily inter-
estod, 1 comuicrnl tlicm to your prompt,
early, anil careful consideration.
I'llBMC DKHT or T1IK KTJdCE OV VIRGINIA.
Tin Governor ofVirginia, in hla annual

message to tlio General Assembly or that
commonwealth, December 7,1870, takes
occaaon to my that, "thus'fkr there baa
lieen noaatismctoty Indications that,the
Bute of West Virginia intended to acknowledgehcnclfUoblo to us farany portionof tbe public debt;"" and adds, Informuttonderived irom prominent and Influentialcllltena ot west Virginia boa led
mo reluctantly to tbe conclusion tbst tbo
prospect of* voluntary and satisfactory
settlement of tills matter; is .not of the
innMt encouraging cbaractur." r.

I must be permitted to say in Tladlcationor our State, that when tho Governoroi Virginia asserts that " thus far
there have been no sattslnctory indicationstbst Ihe Statu of West Virginia intendedto acknowledge herself liable

*
. for any portion of the

publlo debt," he makesa very grave, mistakeas to the fools. It; Is truo, wo have
never sgroed tbst the portion oi the debt
which might bo due by us, should be paid
to lbs Commonwealth of Virginia; but
tbo people and authorities ol weat Virginiahave on every fitting occasion exprateda willingness to adjust the debt,
and bite given assurances that if upon
such adjustment Uio Slate was foundliablefor any portion thereof, prompt provisionwoohl bo miule for lie payment.
But wbethor the payment slioultl be made
to the Commonwealth of Virginia, or directlyto the creditor* of Virginia, must
depend upon the conditions ol tbo sclllomentwhich may be agreed upon.
As early as August 110,1801, the Conventionfor the reorganization of the Governmentol Virginia, then aaacmblcd at

tbo cilv of Wheeling, passed "An ordlnancefor the formation or a new Slate,"
Ad, the Otb section of which provides
that "The new Slate shall take upon Itself
a just proportion of tbo public debt OfUic
Commonwealth of Virginia, prior to the
first day ol January 1871/! From this it
will be seen that In the very flrat move*,
mast toward, tbo crefcttoh ol tin pew
State, amovemcnt commenced and controlledMr' the counties now comprising
Welt Virginia, It was made a litnqamen
tal condition that It should "ttko upon
itaeir "i Just proportion of the public debt."
When the Btato wu organised It pro-

1

Tided in its Contitustion, Article VIII,
Section b, that. "An equitable proportion
of the public ilebt of the Commonwealtl:
of Virginia, prior to tie first day or Jan
uary, in the year ono thousand eight hundredand lilty-one, ahull be usumed by
this State; and thelegislatureiballaacer
tuin the same as soon aa may be practicable,and provide for the liquidation there
of by a sinking fund sufficient to pay the
accrulne interest, and redeem the principalvritbln thirty-lour yean," If attempU
at aettlement have been delayed Iron) the
time this provision -was inserted in oui
Constitution until a very recent date, tht
cause is a very obvious one, and Is stated
here "more in sorrow than in anger."
Virginia cast ber lot with the Southern
Confederacy; and during the unhappy
trite which followed, and for several
yean after It closed, the relations of thai
Commonwealth with the United States
and each ot them were severed, and hei
functions aa a State, including abilitr t£
contract, suspended. No adjustment
therefore, could be made until lier 1U1I and
complete restoration to the Union. If foi
this reason the settlement between th<
two States was postponed, and tho credit
of Virginia suffered thereby, It is her mis'
fortune.not our fault.
The Governor expresses the hope that

measures may bo promptly Inaugurate
by the new administration of West Vir
ginta "for the speedy and Haul adjustment
oi the dilfeiences existing between the
State it controls and the old mother commonwealthfrom whose side she was torn
without even the semblance of law or precedent." I Blncerely hope you may, in
your wisdom, devise some plan lor "Ui<
speedy and final adjustment" mentioned
by the Governor of Vircinia, oven Ifrfotshould not regard his affirmation in refer
ence to the origin of West Virginia af
conclusive, or the language which he selectsto enlorce It the most persuasive,
As to the mode of settlement the Cover
nor rhvb "Let each Statf* rewt nnn rlin.
interested arbitrator,aod tie two thus selected,a third, to whom the whole subjectshall be submitted, and their finding
to be final and binding upon the twe
States. This is a (Mr ana equitable mode
of adjustment, and if tendered by you, I
cannot but believe that Weal Virginia
will promptly accept 11 If the refuse
you will have the satisfaction of knowingthat you havo exhausted all honorable
means to obtain a settlement, and then
you will bo amply Justified in seeking
your remedy through the only instrumentalityremaining to you.the Supremo
Court of thfi United States." This is tc
Bay, if our Stata refuse to accept the mode
or settlement named by the Commonwealthof Virginia, then that State will be
amply justified In seeking her remedyin the highest Judicial tribunal In the
country! 1 do not think the Legislatureshould bo Influenced either to adopt or to
nflect tbe plan of settlement by arbitration,because of tho somewhat positive
style in which it is here urged. If yoe.luM.I. f...r. .1 .-J
ouuuiu u«uuc in ibtwui buiuc oiucr II1UUU,
thero U no good reason to apprehend that,
in consequence, a resort will be had to legalproceedings; nothing hu transpired
vet In relation to this question, nor is anythinglikely to occur soon, if wise counsels
prevail, that will Justify Virginia and WestVirginia in sacrificing friendship and
money in a costly law suit If our State
is found to owo any portion of the publicdebt alter a fair adjustment, it will be paid
to the uttermost farthing. Gut the authoritiesof Virginia may as well understandthat wo will not bo driven by a
menacc into any arbitrary plan ot settlement.

In my last annual message to tho LegislatureI said: "Heretofore the unsettled
condition of affairs in Virginia, growing
out of the war, has prevented any settlementof this question by the authorities o!
the two States; bttt as the relations of Virginiawith the Federal Government are

likely soon to be fully restored, I am ol
opinion that steps should be taken looking
to an early adjustment of this debt uponfair and equitablo terms." Soon after, as
I anticipated, tho Stato was restored tc
her place in the Union, and within a fen
days preceding tho cloeo ol1 the last session
of"the Legislature, throe distinguished citizensof Virginia, opprolnted by tho Governorof that Stitc, come to tho seat ol
government to confer with tho authorities
in regard to tho settlement of the publicdebt. I at once communicated the facl
of thoir arrival and the purpose of theii
mission to the two Houses. A. joint committeewas appointed to confer with these
commissioners, and subsequently, on the
last day ol the session, a Joint resolution
was passed by tho Legislature, authorizingthe Governor to appoint three residentcitizens of this State, one irom each
Congressional district, to treat with Hit
authorities of the State of Virginia on the
suojeci 01 a proper aujustmenf or mo publicdebt of that Stale. The resolution
fixed the compensation of the commissioners,but id Uie hurry of business Incidentto the closing hours ol the session,
no provision was made, clthci*ln tho resolutionltscll or in the seticrul approprialion bill, to meet the expenses that must
necessarily be incurred by the commissioners.
Under such circumstances, I found il

difficult, Indeed almost impossible, to socurethe services of such citizens as the
important interests involved seemed to
demaud. No provision was made authorizingtnu to appoint n financial secretaryto keep a correct record of tlio proceedingsor tbo commission, and, attend tc
other necessary matters to (acilitato its
business, nor did the gentleman uponwhom I finally prevallod to serve, orsomeof them at least, feel authorized to employ
one themselves, or think it best to commencethe Intricate and laborious dutlet
ol their appointment without one.

In this state ol facts and the delay occa
sloncd by it, I deemed it most prudent tc
let thewholematter go over to the. presentmeeting of the Legislature, believing
Will IUUJT TIUUJU RD HID UIJ jKjrui IiUU Ol

calling up the subject,early enough in the
session to gtve It a thorough investigationand to maturo efficient measures far an
equitable adjustment ofthe debt atu car
ly it d»y as possible. TheGovernor t>fVirginia !d ; bM mcs
sage already alluded to, speaking ol the
debt, mates that: "The obvious intentand
nimnlngf ol all tbo legislation upon thli
subject, by each State, Is, that wbatevei
amount the State ofWest Virginia oughl
tu oAsnme, should be paid Into the treasuryof the Siato of Virginia, to be by her used
In the extinguishment or the originaldobt." It Is hardly necessary lor mo to
say, that strong doubts nro entertained In
the minds of many, as to the correctnosi
of tills assumption. The discussions In the
General Assembly of Virginia shico thi
delivery ol tho message, allow a divided
opinion upon this subject, among oven the
leading members of tiatUxly.. Tho Governorshows the finance* of Virginia to be
In a prostrate QOtHjhton, lie savs: "Idc
not urge an attempt Ibr tho Immediate
resumption of the payment oi tho lntaresl
upon the public debt. Wo are not ydnronsred to de) se). nor can It be rcasanabli
expected ot til.") lledooanot think thai
nny payment of Interest can bo tnado until
1872; nor any Terr promising aMttanow

flvcn that miy will be paid, even then
am sure there b hut one leellng among

the pooplo cr our State, as to the embarrassmentol tho mother commonwealth
and that it one of profound regret. l)ul
In tho faco of tho oflH-inl declaration, thai
Virginia Is unable to pay oren thb Inter'
est on tho dehtrlt becomes a grave questionwhether; in advance of a settlement
.wo shall sanction tho proposition, "that
whatever amcjiinf tho State ol W»{ Virginiaought (o assume, should bo paid IntothoTrcaiury of the Bute of Virginia.'
Suppoao wo agroo to do so, do wo not In'
cur a double responsibility? II we "bind
ounolvoa to pay our proportion of tho debt
to the Stato ol Virginia, may we not be

iy njunjiJii^ VJ ±AU±JJ

still held liable to the holders of Virginia
bouda?

I have directed your aUcutiuu Ui Ulin
phase ofthe subject, solely with a view ot
impreaing upon yoa the Importance ol
an early investigation, in order that some
plan may bo agreed npon to determlno,
not only bow much of tbe debt wo owe,
but towhom we owO it; «o that when a
letliement to made, it shall be a satisfactoryand an enduring one.
As to themode of settlement, 1 deler to

the Judgment of tbe Legislature. I desire,
however, u> express the opinion, that the
plan suggested by the Governor of Yir.
ginia, of submitting the whole question to
a board ol arbitrator* lelecteAfrom other
States, whose action shall be final, does
not strike me as a safe one for the interestsol West Virginia. Our State has no

public debt of its own; and if its allalrs
are economically administered In tbe future,it is sale to say that the heaviest
drafts for the construction ol public building*,school houses, and other extraordinaryoutlays, have already been made, so
that when a plan of adjustment shall have
been agreed npon, the prospects are that
we shall be in a Cilr condition to pay our

portion of the debt, should wo be lound
liable lor any part of 1L It is, therefore,
Mghly probable that persistent and per.npa succesalul efforts, by Interested par
ties, would be made to Induce arbitrators,
not entirely lamillar with tbo history of

) the debt and the peculiar circumstances
under which It was created, to lasten an
undue proportion ol It upon West Virginia.
As to the basis upon which a settlement

should be made, I think there is but one
i that will be just to our State. It is that

set forth in the ordinance of August SO,
1801. already referred to, and is in these
words: "The new Stato shall take upon

i Itself a Just proportion of the public debt
of the Commonwealth of VIreinia, prior
to the flrstdayof January, 1801, to boas.curtained by charging to it all Statccxpcn
ditures within the limits thereof and a

just proportion of the ordinary expenses
of the State government, since any part of
said debt was contracted, and deducting
therefrom lha moneys paid Into llie trea!sury ol the Commonwealth, from the
counties Included within the said new

State, during tkc saiue period." This is
a plain and fair proposition, and, us it
seems to mo, the only ono upon which an

equitable adjustment can be made.
All these, however, are matters upon

which the judgment of the Legislature
should be passed, and therefore, I hope
the whole subject may receive Irom you
prompt and careful examination, with a

view ot bringing about, at an early day,
somo arrangement that will b« Just to
creditors, and mutually satisfactory to the
people of the two States.

IIKTOIIT or TIIS ADJUTANT GENERAL.
You will find in the report of the Ad1j utant General and a-offlcv) Quartermaster

General, a clear and comprehensive stats1ment of the transactions In bis Departmentduring the year. I would call
special attention to what Is said in Uio ro1port in reference to a modification ot tho
militia law. I am dearly of the opinion
that there can bo no efficient military organizationobtained In tho Stato oxccnt
through the volunteer svstem, properly
encouraged by tho Legislature.
Tho gratifying announcement is made

that the Soldiers' Record is completed.
Attention b also colled to, the fact that
while the law makes It thefdnhr of.asaeasorelo ehrdll the names of all persons
subject to military duty, and fixes their
compensation lor doing so, yet no appropriationwas made at the last session of
the Legislature lo pay them.. It will,
therefore, bo ncccssary to correct this
oversight in the next appropriation bill.
Other matters relating' lo the military

, affaire of the Slate are referred to la dc1tall.
The Adjutant General expresses the

opinion that, as the Soldiers' Iiecord la
finished, and many other duties connected
with his office, growing directly or re'molely out of tho war, are much less than
formerly, that the offico of Adjutant GenIeral might be abolished, and the duties
pertaining to it discharged by one of the
other State officers. As a matter o( economy,I thlriit this thonld bo done.
; KUKK SCUOOU.

I hove the pleasure of laying before
you the report of the General Su|»rintcn'dent of Free Schools. It will bo found
an unusually Interesting document, exhibitingvery clearly and ably, not only
the advantages, but the dcfccta of tho
common school system as It exists in the

Slnco tho establishment of |>opu]ar«liicatlonamongst us, its growth bus been
steady and permanent, and it may now
hn rf><mrilnd ns n. nart of our fixed nollev.
and justly so; for whatever merit may bo
fairly claimed for other agencies designed
to promote the public good, frco school
education, stripped of party politics, sectionallsm,and sectarlanistr. Is, and must
continue to be, the chief element or our
success; and a blow at it. wlionever, and
by whomsoever made, will bo aimed at
the rightq of the people, and at the highestinterests of the State.
The t report shows that the increase

of Bcliocl houses (luring the year was 405,
and that tlio' whole number of sohbol
houses In 48 out of 53 countlcs in the
State, is 2,118. The number ol youth of
school age In the Stato is 162,430, a gain
ol 11,488 orer the number reported the
year previous. The whole number of
pupils attending schools during last year
was 87,880, daring the.yenr previous 78,310,an incrcasoi lor last year of 14,020.
The average attendance during last year
wits 55,083, during the year previous 89,,808, an Increase for last yoar of 15,720.
The permanent or Irreducible school
fund now on hand, amounts to $254,80017. The amount ol moneys received
during the year, for school purposes, was$502,701; and the total value of school
property reported from 48 out of the 58

. counties, is 11,057,478 94. Many other
valuable statistics are given by the 8uper1intmulpnt- lint fur ttiran t mtist ri'fpr vmi

to the report itself.
NORMAL SCHOOLS.

The report of tlic Regents of the. State
TTormal School Shows, oil th6 whole, an
improvement Inlbiiiaqwrtnicn^pf.'eda1SiSS.®iSi JMarshall College bntiding noa been com'
pleted. The uttcnilancc at this school
during the year waa.41#jHl vary conBidcr'
able Incrcaso over the corresponding terms
of the previous year. 01 talsnumlier BO
wero.on State account, 41 Doing males,
and 25 females.
The school at Falrmount is reported as

not being In "so' flourishing it' condition t
owing, chiefly, to tho ilimcultyof obtainI

recommend somo such arrangement for
bodrthtg aa'that at MArshall College.
This, or a iltoUor plan, should be adopted,
so as to put the Fairmont a6h«JI upon an
equal footlrig, in this rcspcct, -with Marishall Collcuo.

f TbtNomUl' BcboolotJVcetr Liberty,
lair pmspccu or success, 4u students being
in attendance uttho first term. 17 nl whom
vera on Btato account: Iho ualanco paid
tuition. The report of Iho Regents con*
tains some very ablo and-practical re!marks on the inblect or Normal School

trnjplng, which deserve your particular
^arr. vimiku cnYvkhbitt." In conaOituenee ofthe riven bolng IVozen

nvcr, and the delay occasioned thereby in
thedeHreiy of the mails at the seat or
government, I havvasyet tailed to receive
Uio report ol the Board oHtogmti ol tlio
Wcat Virginia University. I cannot,
therefore, state In detail, ns I would wish,
the leading tacts contained In Ik tlfearn,
however, that the Institution continue* to
meet wltll the success It Justly deserves,
Tho now University Hall liaa been com-

VJX1J-LV. YVJUiVXl

pleted, and Is a beautiful und commodious
structure, ouc of which it State so yuun£
as Dura may well feel proud. You will,
no doabt, find in the report of the Board
of Regents tnd the papers that accompany
It, which I will transmit to you at toon as
printed, full particulars ot the general
manairement. tinunces. plans of instruetion,and all other matter! connected with
the operations of the institution during
the past year.
The University has competent and energeticofficers^an ablotacultyjjSnit-class

cry faeffuy lor the*thorough'' instruction
of the young men who may attend it. All
it needs now is liberal encouragement
from the State to make it equal to any
university In the country, and even to'excelmany of then). This encouragement
I feel confident you will notM to give.

PENITENTIARY.
On the 10th day of March, 1670, Q. 6.

UcFadden, Esq., resigned his position as
Superintendent of the Penitentiary, a
place he bad occuplod since the location of
the institution at Moundsville, and the
duties of which he discharged with abilityand energy. The Board of Public
works appointed Colonel William B.
Curtis to fill the vacancy occasioned by
the resignation. That gentleman Imtne-
uiateiy eniereo ujxj:i iuu pcnuriwuwu ui

hU duties, and lias acquitted himsellto
the eutire satisfaction ol the Board. There
can tie no better man for this difficult and
responsible office. In consequence ofimpendednavigation and the difficulty resultingtherefrom in the transmission of
the malls, I did not recclvo the annual reportof the Directors in time to examine
its contents careftilly. But you will find
in it every detail necessary to give you a
lull knowledge of the management of the
Penitentiary and of .Its present and
future wantc. During tlie past year the
Warden's building bas been put under
roof. One hundred and twelvo cells are
now finished, one tier of them having
been built during the year. If means are
lurnisbcd, the whole number, 234, can be
completed by the lstbf April next There

111 1- 11.. D...ltnnll.«. # »..
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or whom are females. In tlie prosecution
of the work upon the building tbe Directorswere compelled to contract a debt of
$7,000, lor which it will ha necessary to
mako provision in the general appropriationhill. The duties imposed by. law uponthe Directors and Superintendent of
tbls Institution are numerousand difficult;
but though many obstacles bad to he
overcome they have been very succcsilul
in the management of the affairs committedto their charge.
The Penitentiary building should be

completed, and the contemplated wall to
enclose It built wlthont delay, so as to securemore ellectnully the convicts, and ta
avoid tbe heavy expense necessary to
keep up so large a guard as U now employed.For these purposes a liberal appropriationwill be necessary.

hospital ron the rasAire.
The report oi tbe Directors ol this in-

BtltulIoD, which I have Uie honor to lay
before you, gives a detailod and satisfactoryaccount or ita management, and the
progress ot the work upon the building
during tlic year, as well as plans, estimates,and valuable suggestions in relation
to future operations.
The number of patients in the Hospital

at the time at the last annual report, was
203; since that time 42 have been admitted,
and !!7 luivo been discharged, or hare
died. The iiuuiber in the hospital ut the
time of making the present report was
207. The whole number under treatment
during the year was244; the overage dally
number 205. The general health of the
patients was good throughout the year.
The centre building ol the Hospital, 130

feet In length, 72 In width and four stories
In height, was at the time of making the
present report, approaching completion,
and is, perhaps, by this time occupicd.
This building will accommodate 43 additionalpatients, and also Uie Superintendentand his family. The Hospital can
then accommodate 230 patients.
A very clear and comprehensive statementor the finances of the institution is

given in the reportoftho Directors. Tlioy
ask that hereafter all appropriations for
current expenses of tho Hospital, and for
the transportation of patients, shall run
irora tiio lime iney are mnue, 10 tnc in

day ol March, tn the succeeding year, insteadof, as at present, running only until
the 80th day ol September, the end or
the fiscal year. This Is a valuable suggestion,not only as relating to the appropriationsTor this Institution, hut to all other
State appropriations, anil merits careful
consideration.
Notwithstanding the Tact that the centerbuilding Will accommodate 43 additionalpatients, as already stated, thcro

will still be left a considerable number 0(
insane in private families, and in tho jails
throughout the Btnte, not provided lor ns
they should he. Hence the Directors urge
the early completion ol tho North wing,
or section, of the building, and lit this recommendationI lully concur. When this
wing Is finished, thev are of the opinion
that the Hospital will lie sufficiently large
to accommodate all the lunatics in the
State, for a number or years to cpme.

In the report ol the Superintendent,
which accompanies that or the Directors,
will be round many additional facts concerningthe affairs ol the Hospital, and the
progress made in the construction or tlio
building, as well as much valuable informationin regard to the treatment of the
Insane, nod ninny practical suggestions respectingtheTuture management of the Institution.I commend this report toyour
carcftil consideration, coming as It; does
from one entirely familiar with the sub...u.nuil.UI. I.n on .1,1 iul,n lino
IM upuu nuiwuu niiiu>,auu nuuum

bad many years or experience in tliu treatmentof tUoiowne.
It will also bo seep from tills report

that the Superintendent tenders hU resignation,to take effect on tho 1st day: of
July next ThisU to bo regrettoil. Doctorllllls combines, in an eminent degree,
the qualifications requisite, for, tho positionhe occupies. To the Hospital at
Weston, his services have been invaluable.Binco his connection with It, ho has
acted not only as a modioli superintendent,a pnsltfon In which ho liaa given
great satisfaction, but he has gratuitously
given his spare time to procuring materials,draughting plans lor the extuntiun of
tho building, and overseeing, even to tho
smallest detail, the work of construction.
It is no empty, compliment to say tint lo
him and his estimable lady, who has acted
aa matron, the' Hospital is In a great dogroeIndebted for the perfection It has attained.'.!

I.NSANK l'KItSONH IN tllE'Mtta.
Tho Legislature, at its last session,

adopted ajolntrcsolution authorising tbc
Board of Public Works to mako temporaryprovision for the care, of. the Insano
now confined la tho jails tpf the State, or
otherwise supported at pultllc expense,
and directed due Governor to communlcatowlththe authorities controlling the
uuuimiuua u» uiuui 0tuuawiu-nwcruiiu
whether thoobiect sought by the resulu*
lion could bo accomplished. In the dischargeof tkb duty, It availed ray;clf ol
the services gf.Dr. If. Illlls, tho ciHclont
supcrintodent of our own Hospital for tho
Intuitu1, during lili attendance at tlio conventionof superintendents ol Institution!
for the insane, which met at Hartford,
Connecticut, lost aummer, desiring him
to obtain all tho information possible, with
a view ol getting accommodations tor our
Insane .In the asylums of other States.
This gontloman, alter learning all he could
In rclcrcnco to the subject, reported to
mo, that tho gcnwalrcsponso to his Inquiries,wm, that,tho hoapltali p other Hut
wcrcorowdod, and moro room wanted,
This corresponded with information
Which I received through other sources.
I hare, therefore, to state that wo have
been unable to make any arrangement
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for tb«care, In the asylums ofother Stales,
of the class of insane designated in the
resolution. These unfortunate people
mot be provided for by ounelres witWn
tho State; and it ought to be done with
m little delay as possible. 1 see no my
in which thla object can be aecompliahed
so cheaply or so apoedlljr, aa that wcommendetlin the report of the Directors and
Superintendent of the Hospital for the
Insane.
WEST VIBUISIA 1HSIITUTI0N JTOU TUE

DKAV, DUUn, AKD BLIND.

As required by the act of March lid,
1870,1 appointed the Board ot Regents tar
the West Virginia Institution lor the
Deat, uumu uua minu; aiiu i nave mc

pleasure of laying before yon their Oral
annual report, aocqmpaaltd by that ofthe
principal, and other document*.! As will
be seen, the Kegents hare located the Institutionat thetown ot Komncy, In Hampshireoounty, upon property donated by
the citizens of that place, consisting of a
building and fifteen acres of land, the
whole valued at 2WXW. Aweritwl complimentis paid, in the reports, to the publicspirited citizens who make this munificentoffering, and also to the people ol
Itomney for ttielr hearty co-operation In
the Inauguration of the Institution, and
their assistance In Its successful working
thus for.
The building has been fitted up to accommodateonly the number of pupils

provided lor In the present law. The bill
for the establishment ul this institution,
as firat presented in the Legislature, was
intended only for the benefit of the blind
and the number of pupils fixed accordingly;tbo provision lor the deaf and dumb
was added afterward without changing
the number of pupils to correspond, and
iIia miitn linlnir morn numerous than the
blind, It will toon discovered tbat the accommodationswere too limited for' both
classes.

It it be tiic intention of the Legislature
to provide for the education or all the
deaf and dumb and the blind children of
school ago in the State, it will he necessaryto enlarge the building and increase
the appropriation.
The Regents estimate that $40,000 will

be necessary to carry on tbu institution
during the present year. When (l is consideredtbat this amount is intended'to
cover tho cost ol enlarging tbe building,
make up the deficiency ol tbe previous
year, and meet the current expenses, it is
u small an appropriation as tbe board
could ask or the Legislature should give.
Those afflicted children of the State have
been neglected too lung nlreiuly, and It
will be a grievous wrong to them, and a
fault In us, If they continue to suffer.
INSTITUTION FOlt TIIK DEAF, DUMB, AND

BLIND, AT STAUNTON, VlttOINIA.
As will be seen from a brief statement

by the principal ol the above Institution,
which 1 lay before you, we are indebted
to it the small balance of five hundred
dollars, for the care of a few pupils from
this State, before their removul to the
West Virginia Institution at Romney.
Our deaf, dumb, and blind have nlways
ucen well caret! lor, anil at very low raies,
at tills most excellent Institution, and I am
Btire you will not hesitate to insert in the
appropriation kill the small amount remainingdue.

KTATE VACCrSE AGENT.
The State vaccine agent condenses in

one report, miule this year, a statement of
the duties ho has performed from the time
ol his appointment in 1803 to the present
time. The report will be lound interestingand instructive, as It relates to an Importantbranch ol the public health, and
shows the means which may be adopted to
prevent the spread ol one or the most destructivemaladies with which the human
lamily is afllicted. The probable number
of persons vaccinated; the importance of
vaccination: and many usclul directions
and timely suggestions In relation to the
whole subject, are embodied in this excellentpumr.
The Legislature at its last session failed

to make au appropriation to pay the State
agent his salary, and as the compensation
fixed by law Is but trilling for the labor
performed, there should be no hesitation,it seems to me, in providing for lis payment.

SOLD! BUS1 CEMETERY AT OlUlfON.
In my annual message to Iho Leglslai..-..io?n i ti.<> fan*

1UIU IU IUIV, A UlllLU UttVUtlUU kU kUU IUV.I

UuU I had received a communication IrOrn
the Secretary of War, oaking the consent
of the Legislature to tlie purcliase, by tlio
United States, of the National ftolalers'
Cemetery at Grafton. No final action was
taken In the matter. In a communication
addressed to me, August 10,1870, by the
present Secretary ol War, the request is
renewed, in compliance, as he says, with
section 2 ol tbc act of Congress entitled
"An Act to amond an Act entitled an Act
to establish and to protect national cemeteries,"approved July 1st, 1870. Isee no
objection togiving tbeconsent as requested,
and respectfully recommend that it be
granted without iurtlier delay,

ANTIKTASt NATIONAL CEMKTKUT.
I lay belorcyouthoannniil report ol G.

L. Cranmer, Esq., Trustee for West Yirflnia,of tho Antlctam National Cemetery,twill bo B«on from it, that tho Cometory
only lacks tho head boards for the graves,
promised by tho General Government, to
glvo harmony and completeness to the
grounds. Four thousand five hundred
and ninety-six Union soldiers are buried In
this silent city or the dead.many of whom
belong to West Virginia.

It wus part ol the original design to
crcct a suitable monument upon the
grounds t this tho Broad of Trustees now
prdposo to d(>, and ask an opproprftillpn
from the dlflcrcnt States lor this purpose.
The amount asked from West Virginia is
ono thousand dollars, and 1 respectfullyrecommedd that it bo appropriated. It
will enable us to join Inadeserved tribute
to the memory of tho gallant men who
fell for their country at Antlctam Jlonocacyand South Mountain.

INTERNAL IMTUOVUMUNTS.
1
yQuito a number of important public Improvementsare in active progress in diflercntparts of Uio State. Tho Baltlmoro

anil Ohio Ihiilrniul (Jnmnnnv. with .lift
proverbial energy,continues tq perfect and
extend its great railroad enterprise witliln
our limits It lias already rebuilt that
portion or iu track on the Winchester
branch, which was swept sway laiL fall
by tbo destructive Howl on the Blienanduali,and, besides malting other Improvements,this company Is now, at an Immensecost, spanning the Ohio river, both
on its matnstcmand Parkeraburg branch,
with, beautiful and substantial bridges.The work on the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad has been prosecuted without intermissionsince It was commenced; many

portion or this' rflaa between Charleston
and tbo Ohio River will be finished, snd
the cars running: upon it, during the <wmingsummer. !xho advantages of this
great Improvement to ourStato cannot he
estimated.
, Improvements on Ofo ureal Kanawha,and ailsO on the Little Ka'nswha River,has mado considerable progress; while a
company,of enterprising capitalists are
tlgordiisly pushing forward extensive and
permanent' Improvements on the Elk
River. Many other enterprise* <>l less
lunguituuv, uui OHM tu gran aurnniflge 10
tho Countlei ltt which tlicy are undertaken,are being proeecntod with much
effort and at considerable coat.

I cannot toO earnestly recommend liberallegislation to jiubllo spirited men,who, In good Ihltb, undertake to build
rallroada, Improre our rWera. or Inaugurateother enterprises to dorelop or Iraniporttho material wealth ofthe State. We
cannot expect to compete auccealullywith the Slate* aronad us wltboat ullf.
dent capital and labor to brink forth our
bidden treasures, and to give easy, cheap

I

niul rapid transportation to market. Withoutthese tliu interior cuuuttaf uiu never
bo road)ed to advantage, and as a conaequeltee, the natural resources ol the State,
must remain molests and undeveloped lor
an Indefinite number of yean, and wo be
led bojielcsdjr behind in tho race lor o£rionll^iraj,manufacturing, and commercial

OHKAT KANAWHA IIIVElt lUPUOrEKKIT.
1 herewith transmit the second and

third aeml-aunual report* ol' tho Board of
Directors of tho Great Kanawha Hlver
Improvement, wlUi accompanying document*Tliesof contain full particulars in
regard to the o|ieratiou» lor tho year uponUdit important work. Tho Board suggestsseveral modifications of tho Act of
March 3,1888. The seventh section ol
that act provide* I'or publishing tho semiannualreport! of tile Board in a newspaperat the seat olgovernment This, it Is
believed, Is a useless expenditure ol
money, u utuo, nu iniwi ieiniw, « «

prinled In pamphlet form and put into
ttau humid or Uie memliers ol the Legislature.The Board recommend Hint the olfleeot Superintendent of the improvementbe abolished, and ask tint they. Insteador the Board ot Public Works, be
tuUioriied .to appoint the collectors on

the improvement. I am of opinion that
these alterations ill the law should be
made.
The improvement of this river siiuuhl

receive particular attention. It Is the
natural outlet to all the region of country
drained by lu waters and those tributary
to it. But, what IsBfstlll greater Importance,It is destimxl at no distant day to be
the principal connecting link In a continuouswater-line froth the great west to the
eastern seaboard.

I think It of very great Importanco that1
the State shall' retain direct control over
this river until there is an absolute certaintythat it will pass into tho hands of
responsible capitalists, who will give tho
strongest guarantees that the improvementsupon it shall be made commensuratewith the vast business that is in tho
future to doss over its waters.

TUB CUUBKULAND KOAU.
1 called tlio attention of the Legislature

at its last session, to the necessity of some
legislation in regard to Ulis important
thoroughfare; but no fiual action was taken
in reference to it. That portion or tho
rond In our Statu is In much better conditiontluui those parts ol it adjoining us in
Pennsylvania and Ohio; still It could be
managed with more cconomy, anil kept
In even better repair, it it iqieclul act
should be jMseed regulating It Tlio enactmentor a proper law should not be
delayed beyond tho proseut session.

IMMIURATIOX.
The seventh anniml report nl tho State

Commissioner of Immigration, like Ills
previous ones. Is replete with practicalIdeas 011 tlio subject of which it treats.
Tlio report »|®iks encouragingly ul the
gradual disappearance of that narrow notionwhich has huretoforo nlooil so much
in the way or our progrwa, a prejudice
which regards capital uud labor from
abroad as Innovations, anil looks upon
oveiy new comer with suspicion. The remarksof the Commissioner on the subjectof land speculators and land titles,'
deserve particular attention, as also do
those concerning the necessity of State
action on the matter of immigration, and
the importance of the hearty cooperation
on the part of our citizens in assisting the
immigrant by material aid and kindly
welcome.
All our interests demand tho adoption

of a policy which shall liberally encouragoimmigration, both from foreign countries
and from the other States ol the Union.
Such a policy is indispensable to our
growth; without it we cannot hopu to secureany considerable share of tho Immensetide uf population constantly flowtngInto the United States from other nations,or ol that passing from the older to
the newer Slates of the Union. Tho adviuituge^to immigrants to be lound In our
Stato aronf tho most jlcclded character,
and would be certain to arrest attention if
properly placed before them. But these
advantages itro comparatively unknown,
anil must remain so unless a mora vigorouspolicy be adopted to imlnco their considerationby those seeking now homed.
The Legislaluro, at its Inst session,

placed at my disposal tlirca hundred copiesof tiio"West Virginia Uand-Ilook" Tor
distribution. Host of these were sent to
parlies lu other Suites making inquiry
conccrnlagours; anil somo to Mirope. ft
Is a most excellent document for distributionamongst those who contemplate removingfrom their present homes to new
ones. I understand Unit several hundred
ooplcsof tho work remain unsold In the
hands of tho author, llio Stale Commissionerof Immigration, and, as there may
not be another edition printed for many
years to come, I am iwrstiadod that It
would be sound policy lor tlm Stale to securefor circulation tho remaining volumesof litis valuable little work.
Tho'Cumi))isslmicr of Immigration has

labored for many years very dllllgeiitly to
attract to this Stale a portion, tit tonal, ol
the thousands of Immigrants who land
yearly updu our shores,Tiut he lias ucvor
bad tlid hearty cu-opcraUon of either the
Legislature or tile people; and without
these tho most tompetenl and efficient officercannot litijiti lo be entirely successful.During all his time ol service lie litis
labored almost without compensation;
whether ho-llnll continue to do so is for
you to determine.

1 hope this important subject of immigrationwill not mil to receive attention at
your present session,- nntl thst you will
not adjourn without devising nomu practicalmode olrealiilngsome of .the greatndvintiitfM wlitrli' mnat Munh (Mm
to it substantial enconragemenL
coMmieo rorunfioN ok tiir static.
At the recent election, fdr the first time

la but State, the colored cltl«ms exercisedtheprivilege ofvollng. extended li them
by Uie XVtb Amendment to the Constitutiono|vMio Unltod Suites. 'Tbeyjgeuerilly eVallW.iltcmnclv^bf tlils newly doitterrodright, and in the LxcrtUoAf it were
csriSfljl not to'iiyo olftnsc'to thqso who1
hflneitly, tloubtc<V tho Wisdom of placing'political power in tile hand* of the.blkck
man. Tito zeal with.which they embracedthe new privilege, and tho moderation
with which they tucd It, disarmed touch
of tht,:oppo»IUon heretotore existing: to
recognizing the full political manhood of
the colored race In our midst,. It Is worthyof feruat)< In this, connection, that noserious attempt was made tn prevent this
now clajs 6r voters from freely exorcisingthe eltetltfo lYahchlsc.

It la but simple Justice to these newlyenlranchWd people to Soy, that, as a clan,they are orderly and Industrious, and are
making laudable effortsMi acquire .homesfor themselves, and aduoatiun for, their
children. Tho foolish prejudice againstthem, growing out ol,their, former,opudl-,tionol bondage, is fastdlwpponriiig, andwllisoon pass away (orever. rA policy that,will enconrage citiaensof
IHW UIIN 111 Iiunuiu in iiiuiisuy unu lue
acquisition of pro|wrty nml scour# them
the advantagea of lice school Instruction,will greatly increase their iiMlulnesa, andInsure thoir permanent dcrotlun to theState. ' '

0ONTHOVKHSY WITH TUB UAI.TJMO|IK AMD
omo KULivOAi) cokFAw''

ln-my last annul meaango it. calioit the
attention of the Legiahture to tlio twoMilts with.tlio Baltimore and Olilo HullroadCompany, tlicii pending In Uia SupremeCourt of the United Hlnteaj one of
them involving the queatlon «t the llalillltyol the company to pay county and
township taxea, the other to deUirinlno tlio
question of the rlghl of Uio United States
Courts to interfero with ths oolloctlon ol
taxca doe by tlio railroad company. Astha Intereata of the State were Involved Inthe result of both aulta, I recommended an

appropriation to pay counsel lur services
wtiicli bat! been rendered iu unending to |
these cases, anil to ensile tiMOl to kmk I

alter the nulla until Anally disposed of. J
The Legislature, although they bad the j
matter tinder coruldaration, took no deli- <

nito action in regnfd to It. ' t

The cases cauie up lit Uictc order In the i

Supreme Court ol theUnltiti-States in t

December last, and as many thousands ot I

dollars ofhack county and township tales i

were Involved In one ol thu cases, and an <

important question ol jurisdiction was to

be settled by the oilier, 1 deemed It my
duty to secure tun w i vices of JIop. i

lk'njamin buniton, one ol the ooutsel t

heretolorc engaged, to defend the Suite's I
interest iu thou cases.-Jio llmil action
was tnken in December; but the hearing
of both cases was Used for the second |
Monday In the present month. But on .

the day preceding Unit upon wliioh the ,
cases were to be finally beard, a coiupro-
mlso was effected between Marshall coun- ,
ty and the railroad company, by which ,

the former accepted $33,U00 in Aill lor all
county taxes due from, the company to
Januarv 1.1871. and both suits wero dls- (

mimed, the railroad company Jiavlm; tuo ,
C08U. ,

I again respcctllilly urgo ujion the Leg- |
ialature tiio necessity ol an appropriation ,
to coiu|ieiisnte counsel for efficient aervlce ,
rendered defending these lulls. ,

JJlU'tUWO.N AM) UEUKKLKV COUNTIKa. I

The wit pending in the Supreme Court <

of tlie United Blalts to decide whether l

Virginia or West Virginia shall eiorclae I

Jurisdiction over the counties of Jctlenon I
and Berkeley, is yet undecided. The case
Is one of very great. impor(anco to tliu <

State, involving as It does, tlio right to the i

wwsesaion of two of Its best counties. I
The ease came up in Its order ou the Drat I

Tuesday in December last, but for some I
cause the beariug was post|>oncd until the
flret Tuosday in Foliruary next. Ablo "

counsel are employed on tho jiart of this I
State; but the appropriations made to do**' «»! lntvA lnnn> 1
inijr IUD l31|ICUKO III tUV BUI* mwiw .-o

since been exhausted, and still a considurablebalance id claimed to be duo by Home
of the attorneys for the State. It will 1»
a question for your Immediato consideration,whether an appropriation ebaji be
made to pay their claims, in order to retaintheir services fur tho final argument
in the case.

CODE OP WEST VIRGINIA.
On the 7th day of this 'month tho but

part ol tho index to the (Mo »f West
Virginia, together with the preliminary
matter Intended for that work, was placed
In tho hands of the Public Printer. I am
assured that, although it comes at the
time when tho most of the State printing
is to bo done, it. will be promptly printed
and thu work bound and in uil respects
completed without unnecessary delay.The Code when finished will make a

compact and neat volume. Timwork ol
preparing it was considerable, lunch
greater than is commonly supposed, and
has bocu well done. The publication was
mado nndcr the superintendence of the
Clerk of the House of Delegate*, owl tho

'« »«> iiniil'iii'miiil uiSlli itUl<mnr*n
ami care, while tlio work or tha Public
Printer is all that coulO be desired, find
lias invariably been promptly done.

I1IV11STItATlON LAW.
Considerable dllllculty was experienced

during tlio post year In securing Hie properexecution of no much of chapter III,
Code of West Virginia, its provide* for' n
registration orthequalllled voters of the
State. In most of tlie counties, 1 liavc
reason to believe, the law was fairly executed;in a low rigidly; while In otliera it
was disregarded to such an extent that
almost the entire male population of the
requisite age, who desired to do so, were
permitted to rcgistcrwithout much regard
toother qualifications. .......

In many counties tlio law was rendered'
Inoperative in conscqucncc of the arrest
ami imprisonment, by United States ofllcials,ofregistrars and members ol board
of registration, under what was deemed by
tlio State authorities a mistaken constructionof certain provisions of the act of
Congress entitled "an act to cnlorcc the
right of citizens of the United Slates to
vote.&c.," commonly known as "the enforcementnet." Tkoso proceedings, carriedon under color ol authority of tliu
United States, were potent In preventing
tlio registration ofllccre' l>om discharging
their duties under the State law; Besides,the opinion had become prevalent
tliut the policy ioaugiirated at the last
HHtwimi of tint IjiMrlflliitiirn liutkinir tnlhn
enfranchisement of persons who hud been i
Identified with the rebellion, would bo t
paused by tho present one, nnd soon after pratified by tho people, lu anticipation of a
tliis event there was n very general "let- t
ting up" In many counties In regard to the c
restrictions piaccd upon tills class of our t
citizens.
There ouglit certainly to be some means c

devised by tiie Legislature to protect tho
rights ot legal votefl; and to preserve: tho s
purity ofelections. A'Ihlr registrationlaw e
is regarded by ntany as tiie (nost effective 1
measure for this purpose; hut If tlicono r
nt present upon our ntntnio books cannot
be so mudllied as to lie more strictly cu- t
forced heresller, tliiin was pawlblo at the t
recent general election, the sooner it Is i
repealed altogether the better. Jt is 'rer- c
tainly more desirable to have no law nt all
upon tho subject, thuu to have one that Is (
but-partliuly. ^hoycaror1 ^lttcrijr. disregard^ t

nionistiu, amk^dsiknt to the rosBttp" t

Tji'o'TjCgUiitttrejtUta lift WMHf,]lu»- .<
edn Joint resolution proposing to iiincnil
tiie State Constitution, so as to strike out '
the clause in Article ill, section 1, which <
disfranchises persons who guve voluntary I
'aid to the rebellion, and to further amend I
the same' section, so sit to make the lain-
ettago therein oonlbrm tii scctiou I, Aril- <
clcXVofthenmeodinonls to lUoConati.
tutiun of tliu .United States, Lim bogood
reason why this Joint resolution should
not he passed at the pHsent session of tho 1
Legislature, and provision iniuio for »nb-
milling tho amenilmenl to a vutu of Iks
peopio for ratlHeation or rejection at an

makes color a qualification for suffrage) la i
already rendered litigatory by tho ratitica- 1
tlnn ofths XVtli amendment to Uio' Con- *

slltntion of tho UnilWl. Slates j'W Hint tlin l
only question to bo determined byaotlon iti\ibtr tho JMut 'tUOllltlbfij llCUiO policy of I
re investing with political ' porter tboso I
who gave nid to tho rebellion. |The convictFOW lilis lleeomB Very generalaniong tWr citlMM.'thai wo »ro re- <
inolc enough from tbd' scetlcs of strlfo '
wldch 'belonged to our' civil'wir, and <
havo sufficiently outgrown'tlio bitternessit'lilr'li a AnMilfUlNilllK>llilMs> .mmsi-mj i.

tb'feWiytiiflnf rtWb'Ttartir'nftllllenl fltsa- iblllliM I rein tills olftn oTMU-'cHtMnn. II (
b hot to bd dtiii.il Hint Itoo are >UI1 to t
bofound lo athe Btato a considerable num Iher of persons Who bdntliiue to chcrltli a (
feeling o( hatred trtwnrcl tlio government {of tlio Union, and to manireat' a apfrlt of 1

intolerance to Its friends.n spirit which t
'developed iUelf iljirlng uuii recent polltl- I
cal contest In several cowardly attempts '
to OMtHlniU)leading cltliena of Ijip Btalo. i
,TbU flpM, however, u mado tip chiefly <pt,bet»ona who during,Our civil troubles «
proftwod dovotlqu to the federal goyprn- I
-moot, and or those yrho gave aid to the trebellion, Indirectly, anil always at a Mfe ;distance from Ihe scenes ol actual con- I
lliet and danger. With few, pxcepllons,thuao who were In thearmloaol thu Confederacyare law abiding citizens. (,Thl» atato or,lacUiccms lo demand fa- 11

vorable and Immediate action u|mhi tin- iproposed amendment Another reason lor 1speedy action U louud In tlio bet tliat the Imora dlslionest and unscrupulous of llioto 1whoaldedln the war against the govern- \mont, are already, In consci|iumco of gresa tperversions of law, tycrclslng the right to tvole, while the nioro candid; and Conael-

aiUous steadily decline to do an, uutil u,.
privilege Is conferred upon Uiein in a Wj.
.iuiule way under the Constitution aJ,|
aws of the State. ^8 Jicnjoiw (iiiq.
losing the latter claaS, hareshown »iinu.
jipie 01 Uonor which wo should not m
u recognize; and certainly no sin®*,
reason tHan their conduct, could be utsni
o show that If political rights lie mmohj
a them, they will not ho used ui Hie Jel.
imunt of the Bute, or lor the subvenl,,,
rflt* laws.
The iudorsenicnt ,ol this pmpoticil

unendment by yon, and its ratilieaiion |» g
.he people; will put an end to milch )>t
,ho imiuiosity and bitterness tiMiliiu
honour recent civil war.

... «TATBCU*VIUiT10.\.
For some tints past public attention |.,

jcen called to the subject of lnil,||ni a
State Convention (Q remodel the ('..iisti.
;ution. Showld tho matter come Mot,.
roil, it will bo proper to Inquire wlictber
;be defccts in the organic law ol lim Km.
iroofaucli a character as to Justify n,
argc expenditure of money which ihP
JUiUlUg t»l » VUH1WIIIWM "" «»«'T3UniV
ntafl upon tlio people. It is wile to jay
hat |h<!J Conitjlijtion Una ix>t U,n |'n
iperatlon milllqlently long lo ilclcmiiu
jow far IU provlilonB, generally, arp
tdapteil to tlio wanUoftho public.' Mi«t
>f tlioae prorUloM wliicli have been tin.
U have met with very general itppniral
mil are Inat beginning to be umliTsiuml'
mil farther exiierlment, it is Ix-lievM,'
Kill demonstrate tbnt moat of tluw wbirb
mvi) not been tliui thoroughly trial *111
» found.to jtprkwinnlljr well.
The present Constitution U not tlio work

>f a single political patty; Ibo It'aJinir rnK]
ictive members of tlio convention wlilch
rained it were not only unions lliu inlat
gifted men In tho State, many nt Hum
laving bad considerable experience in Jr.
iberative bodies, but will be fouml abut
'ijualiy umueti ociwecn mo i«n grmi
tolitical parties.
The cost or holding 11 convention inn

(em tlmt should bo very deliberately c.iuildered,(specially ill view of the Inct Dial
>ur citizens bavo been necessarily imnl
leavily, to meet obligations grow ln» >1111
>1 the war, to erect public building!, to
ray current ejpcnscs, and to Inaiijjureit
inr system of free scluxd education

y.if h c«n*ention la bold at an early 1I11!
;be Unit to determine whether it sli.ll I*
lull!; the next.should the people .Ui i.lr
M hold one.to elect delegates tliiTcto;
ind the third to ratify or reject the « wit
if tho convention. An orilinary Sinte
election, including the amount expcmlnl
n each county, costs about <£0,0111; the
iggrcgate ex|>eii8e, therefore, of three
Jireo elections -would bo $<10,000. The
;ust of tho convention itself could not I*
,ess than $40,000, which,lidded U) tliecwl
if the three elections, nuikin $ MO,WW.
Silt the outlay could not mop lien: An
sxtra session ot tlie Legislature would
jecomo Indispensable to tnnct laws in
:onlorai to the new or aoiendud nnutim
lion, and another session to succeed this
>00 Would be uucessary to codify the 11»»
Ihosenactal; sad then must lollon tin'
publication of n new cudc of laws, lielnre
iho prcMotono, prepared at grcaU'xinnsc,
;s fairly placed In lliehamlMif ourcitizim
[lis B|>piireiit from thl», that the com ol a

^invention and subsequent legislation
made necensary liy it, could ma lie li>s
limn $1,10,000, and is much more likt ly In
jxeeed than fall short tofllifitamoiiut. Ii
will require considerations ol tin* miol
^'inclusive am) overwhelming charaeii-r In
ratisfy the tax-pavers Hint the expeiidiiuie
if this large sum ol money is necexsiy
'or Hie purpose indicated; es|>ecially In
ibe face of tlie (act that many of our pub
lie buildings an vet unlluiihiHl, and tint
iur unfortunate ileal, dumb, blind,'ami In
mile uro but partially provided lor; and
iv Ith the (till more loroikUhle foot con
renting us tint within u short time our
3KUU muni uasuiuu ami jiniviuu mr m

list proportion of the'Virgitilu ilebt. Ii
8 Very certain, too, that tho holding of a
convention will nec'cMiUtejin iucrniM' in
lie rate of taxation; ntul this In view "I
lie heavy local taxes heretofore levied,
ind the Htraitoncd condition of bur flmtu
!C8, would be little less than a public rt»
amity.
The pretext timt a convention in nceesuiryto umeud the constitution ho a« to

**>Vido more ampld salaries fur.publie>lni5crs. Is not, In my npinfon.Hvell1 found
id. It is perhaps true that the compensaion llxed hy that instrument was too low
or the prices of living which prevailedluring the war and for % Jiine^uceaetliitt
t. JJut the,fact;inuit not be overling

lirirf time ciiiinot lie doubted; unci when
hey dn, the present salaries tvill lie 'n I'tir
:oui|>eu*aliun fur the service to be ren
lend.
Equally groundless Is tlio demand lor n

tango in llii! fundamental law so tut in
lUpenso with what aru termed utineces
nry unices, whoso lncnmbcntu, it in nllec
id, cat out the substance ol (lie pcopir.Hie trutli is, there lire hut low, d itnv,
ifflcis thnt;can he wisely dit|iani«t nilii.
Htfides, no |my Is attached to iitniiv ot
bene iKwitkiiig-'-ThenJ amin.'iienrly it'll <>i
hem, except the State ofllccs, are created
ly legislative action, nhd may l>c uln>li>liidby It If found desirable. A
llut even where a modification of (lie

Constitution becomes necessary, It mar !»
Tindu quite its s|icodlly as the public iiili t
at requires hy passing the prnpowdintendment through the Legislature ami
lubtnlltlng it to tlie people Tor rntlllrali
w rejection, in the manner prescribed in

I...I.f 1.. I... .1
Im iitntiiuuvilh IWIIW 1IIIB IIIIKIL- IIII- llll'

idyMtflgoofaYoWlngjucUen anil ytuh-ni
il(»«ge», too apt to ho}mode under Hn*
icntof |mrty excitement, as well n» ilir
mtnense C(»t ol a convention.
Th» onlyt pit>jio«eih lUeraiion in ilir

3otatltuiIi)if, about'wlilcH imMM nilrrnt
iiu becnlu anyovwldenUlu dejpw iu»n
fcstcil, is that inaugurated at (In- M
Kssion of tlio WgiilHttiru, fur I lie |mr
nwo of amending tbo llwl wtilmi "f
\rticlo III thereof, so as to invest with
xdltlcal privileges Uui present dUrau
shised citizens ol the Suite who gave vol
Hilary aid to the rebellion, and In rlinlip'ho language df tlio rfaMifw'etTon. wi »t»
oako It, coufjimL u»«\rtjc)t> XV »i tiir
umndiaenU ytojlit Cmistliutioii oMI»'
Dritfcil 8HW liitfWis proposed annulncnthas been already passed at nni1 ''

ilon of tho Legislature, and only nenl* i"
>o sanctioned nythe present one noil nitfledto tlio people' to'hitYd full lore a-»
wrt ol the Constitution.
" This propoafld Oliango, or, indeed,»»)'
Jlher. can onlv lie pniimiinitii-il In tin*
vay, or by n convention; lliwc in<- il"1
)nly Icgllimiito modes l>y tvhirli llw m
?inicliiw of l|iq fllnte can Ikmiiiii ikIci!
Any attonipt to carry »bt tlie iM|li'>'

>rop<*e<l In iume quarter** cif nullifyingscrtuin provision# oi lliq Oniulltiilinii If
ncro logiatativu action, Will be in
wrllnus experiment, fraught with mi'
ilitof and ropleto with danger. It< ill-""
[Railing eflccu would be lis swilt a- liny
»otila e Intnl.' It would be » pnwMbat would bo mUimI ami enlarged "l"n
n the future, until law would In1 w itli"»Jwtrnlnt, and ihoUonrtltnlinn llwll
icaaO to crimmnnd raped. Wliatftn
louno may lie agreed upon t" muw''
illber real or Imaginary evils, llils unr. m

nyjwlgnwntral)out*l.baitv<ilikil.Ira wlililn It tbo i lcmoiils (if iIIm'TcI,
vhilo. if ndnnt/nl It tiniv wccin a Ht

rlumpb, Hi ihtuta is ftilfitf mmrcliv
AproHTioNHjWT OK iikpihwk.vtath'X
The 15th Section <»l tliu IVtli Ariii-N; <>i

lift'ComilHuiJohhillinSiiiiu prnvM* tliM.
'ThonrratiMnioutof beimtorial ami

Iiw, M MKin uflnMtilo Alter rorli ll""1
og ccmiw Ukonliy, iiulUurliy
Jolted SUIca." Priim tills It will Ih'

Uic M«iiU ol tliu recent a*"]*ukon In this BiaIo liy nuthorlty Illf
United Staled, lio o81cl»lly deeluml duf


